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Reminder: Week 1 Objectives 

1. Understand your context
2. Identify possible publications that fit your work and your goals
3. To identify and interpret author guidelines
4. To create a six-week work plan 
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Week Two Objectives 

● Refine and clarify your argument
○ Co-author considerations

● Connect your article to the aims of the journal
● Plan to construct your article according to audience 

expectations
○ Peer review

● Strategize for success in your next steps 
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Refine and Clarify Your 
Argument
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Summarize Your Work 

Outline the:
● Background/Context
● Purpose/Aim
● Methodology
● Results/Findings
● Conclusions/Implications
● Keywords

OR (social science)
● What is the context of the work?
● Why was the work done? (i.e. the problem 

or gap)
● What does the work do?
● How was the work done? (e.g. use X 

framework to explore Y examples)
● What materials were used?
● What are the conclusions?
● What are the key words?

OR (humanities) (from Writing Your Journal Article in 
12 Weeks by Wendy Belcher) 

● Context (historical, geographical, social, etc)
● Subject 
● Claim for significance
● Theoretical framework
● Argument
● Proofs 

OR is there a better way to summarize your work? 
E.g. The paper is structured in three sections, 
beginning with an introduction to neuro-
architecture, outlining its main objectives and 
giving an overview of experimental research in the 
field. Afterward, two methodological limitations 
attending current brain-imaging architectural 
research are discussed. 
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Share your work

Step 1: Find a partner in a different field

Step 2: Partner A gives the context of their work and defines any key terms

Step 3: Partner A reads or or summarizes the overview of your work. 

Step 4: Partner B explains what they heard and summarizes the main 
argument of Partner A’s work. If you have time, Partner B can discuss the 
other parts Partner A’s work. 

Step 5: Switch so that Partner B reads and repeat the steps above. 
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Reflection

● What did your partner hear?
● What did your partner not hear that you would like them to hear?
● How could you clarify your message? 
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Co-author Considerations

● Pros and cons of co-author arrangements
● Agreements (formal or informal) - consider, scope of work, who is the lead author 

(and authorship order), each person’s roles and responsibilities, dates and deadlines, 
acceptable AI use, who 

● Examples of formal agreements:
○ https://www.purdue.edu/research/oevprp/regulatory-

affairs/docs/AAT_%20STEM_v1.pdf
○ https://www.allianceindependentauthors.org/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/Sample-Coauthor-Agreement.pdf
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Connect your article to the 
aims of the journal

Section 2 
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Example of Journal Aims/Scope (1 of 3)

Frontiers in Immunology 
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/immunology/about

Frontiers in Immunology is a multidisciplinary journal that publishes research across basic, 
translational, and clinical immunology. The journal showcases advances and novel 
approaches to diagnosing and treating immune disorders in both animal and cellular 
models, as well as in humans.

How would you summarize this?
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Example of Journal Aims/Scope (2 of 3) 

Frontiers in Human Neuroscience
www.frontiersin.org/journals/human-neuroscience/about

Frontiers in Human Neuroscience publishes research that advances our understanding of 
the brain mechanisms supporting cognitive and social behavior in humans, in both healthy 
and diseased states. . . . [T]his multidisciplinary journal expands our knowledge of the 
brain mechanisms supporting cognitive processes and social behavior in humans, 
including memory, attention, language, and perception. Additionally, this journal provides 
a forum for studies that show how these processes unfold during development, mature in 
adulthood, and often decline in aging.

How would you summarize this? 
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Example of Journal Aims/Scope (3 of 3) 

International journal of law, crime and justice: International Journal of Law, Crime and 
Justice | ScienceDirect.com by Elsevier

The International Journal of Law, Crime and Justice is an international and fully peer 
reviewed journal which welcomes high quality, theoretically informed papers on a wide 
range of fields linked to criminological research and analysis. It invites submissions 
relating to:

● Studies of crime and interpretations of forms and dimensions of criminality;
● Analyses of criminological debates and contested theoretical frameworks of 

criminological analysis;
● Research and analysis of criminal justice and penal policy and practices;
● Research and analysis of policing policies and policing forms and practices;
● Research and analysis of criminal law and practice from a socio-legal perspective.
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Your Journal’s Aim/Scope

Write:

● Summarize the goal of the journal in one sentence.
● Many journals are interdisciplinary. What is or are the main disciplinary 

perspective(s) of the journal?
● What topics are of major concern in those disciplines? 
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Connect Your Work to the Journal 

● In a note to the editor of the journal, explain where your work and the 
journal connects. 

● Remember that the journal editor wants the journal to be cited. Who (or 
what kind of scholars) will cite your article? 
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Anticipating Questions

● Pretend that you are the journal editor. How might you disagree with the 
note that you just wrote?

● Is your article’s argument clear and strong enough? 
● Is the article’s argument related to concerns of the journal? 
● Often  articles are too broad or too narrow. If you had to choose one, 

which one might yours be? 
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Communication with an Editor

● When would you send an email? 

● When do you not send one? 

● What are some conventions around academic emails? 
(https://aao.nu.edu.kz/email_etiquette) 
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Some journals will need a cover “letter” to the editor when submitting
● This is not always part of the process (follow instructions!)

If you want to submit to a special edition of a journal or book series, you will 
often write a query letter or proposal. Again, follow instructions, but this will 
often: 

● Relate to aims/scope of publication
● Summarize the piece
● Locate the piece within your discipline 
● Explain who would be interested in reading/citing (note, this is often 

something other people can more easily point out)

Cover Letter for Submission
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Plan to construct your article 
according to audience 
expectations 
Section 3 
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Model Texts 

Find 2 - 3 fairly recent articles in your journal that are similar to your 
article (i.e. methodology is similar, topic is similar, etc.)
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What to Consider

What to consider: 
● Outline the sections. 
● How much space is given to each section?
● How is the problem or issue established? 
● Where and how is the main question or hypothesis introduced? 
● What counts as data?
● How is data represented? What kinds of figures are included? 
● How are conclusions drawn from data? 

OR
● Outline the sections. 
● How much space is given to each section?
● How is the context/issue/problem established? 
● How are terms defined? 
● Where is an argument introduced?
● How is a point or argument developed? 
● What texts/data are used to develop the argument?
● How are conclusions drawn? 
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Reverse Engineering - Examples 

International Journal of Early Childhood Education:
● https://link.springer.com/journal/13158/articles

Molecular Immunology:
● https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/molecular-immunology
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Reflection

After reverse engineering the examples of published articles, what do you 
need to focus on as you work on your article? 
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The Peer Review Process

The peer review process
1. Editor(s) review - what are they looking for? (guidelines, plagiarism, scope, 

recent references, language) (https://academicjournals.org/peer_review) 
2. Invites reviewers and reviewers decide
3. Paper gets reviewed (quality of research, relevance of work, etc.)
4. Journal reviews the reviews
5. Communication to author (accept, minor revisions, major revisions, reject) 

https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-
peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html

Shelley Hawthorne Smith

https://academicjournals.org/peer_review
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html
https://authorservices.wiley.com/Reviewers/journal-reviewers/what-is-peer-review/the-peer-review-process.html


Strategize for success in 
your next steps

Last Section
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The Writing Process

What are your goals for the next two weeks?

SMART Goals
● Specific, 
● Measurable, 
● Attainable, 
● Relevant, 
● Time-bound

Almost nothing is better than daily writing. 
However, consider what works for you. The writing process varies by person. 
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WOOPS as a Writing Strategy 

WOOP is a science-backed tactic for behavior change and motivation​. The 
framework is built on Mental Contrasting with Implementation Intentions 
(MCII)​. 

WOOP
● Wish
● Outcome
● Obstacle
● Plan

(more info: WOOP) 
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Wish

Write your wish in one sentence. It should be feasible and motivating. 
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Outcome

What would be the best outcome of fulfilling your wish? What might result 
and how would you feel?
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Obstacle

What are some obstacles that will get in the way of fulfilling your wish? List as 
many as you can think of. Then pick one or two. 
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Plan

Consider some options about what you can do when you encounter your main 
obstacles. 

Make the following plan:
● If (obstacle you named) then I will (action or thought) 
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Refine Your Plan 

● Can you overcome the obstacle?
● Prevent the obstacle from occurring?
● Get help from your community? 
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What we covered today

● Refine and clarify your argument
○ Co-author considerations

● Connect your article to the aims of the journal
● Plan to construct your article according to audience 

expectations
○ Peer review

● Strategize for success in your next steps 
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Workshop #3: Revision Strategies for Success

Session 3 Goals: 

● To practice strategies for revising organization, content, and sentences in 

writing

● Find and practice using revision tools

Please bring several pages of your own writing to revise. 
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