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Session 3 Objectives

e Each participant will leave with a framework for revising drafts.
e Participants will be introduced to tools for revisions and practice using those
tools.
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The Writing Process

.
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One (of Many) Writing Theories

The Stage-Model Theory

Invention = Frarmig === Drafting
Revising

Emphasizes that the point is not the product but the process (not a new idea. . .
related to Cicero's five canons of rhetoric: invention, arrangement, style, memory,

and delivery).

Adler-Kassner, Linda, and Elizabeth Wardle, editors. Naming What We Know:
Threshold Concepts of Writing Studies. Utah State University Press, 2015.(a
great book!)
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Recursive-Cognitive Model Theory
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How do you write?

Take a moment to describe your own writing process:

e How do you develop a draft?
e At what stage do you have your best ideas?
e How do you approach revision?
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HOC/LOC:
A Framework for Revision
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h.o.c. vs. Lo.c. triangle
audience

what's the purpose? who is your audience?
this dictates everything

thesis

what are you trying to say?

organlzatlon

main ideas must flow logically

deve&opment

sentence
structure

1St
maost im ',-"..'l’w

word choice

jargon vs cofloquial

&
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audience

what'’s the purpose? who is your audience?
this dictates everything

Higher order concerns theSIS

e you trying

} Medium order concerns

Lower order concerns

word choice

spelling &

grammar



Shelley Hawthorne Smith

Audience
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Audience Expectations

In the last session, we covered the expectations of your target journal in terms of:

Content

Length of sections

Types of data

Methods for representing data
Etc.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jw2vLe2qyW91syD7pGnl853XB2ZKkJXSpuYFrs8obZ8/edit?usp=sharing
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Audience Expectations - Genre

Features of Register Sentence-Level Categories
e Formality e Articles
e Audience interaction e Noun endings
e Stance/attitude e Sentence structure
e Complexity e Verb tense and form
e Word Choice

These vary according to discipline and
context, but there are common features of
academic writing.
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Features of Academic Writing

Structured: Clear structure to the writing that is based on genre or field.
Evidenced: Evidence is used to support a main argument. This evidence is based on
information from experts in the field. In-text citations and references are used to cite
these experts.
Critical: Writing is used to analyze and evaluate the topic or field.
Balanced: Writing tends to avoid bias and focuses on all sides of an argument or topic.
Precise: Writing uses clear, precise language, “technical (i.e., subject-specific)
vocabulary.” Key vocabulary terms must be defined for arguments.

e Objective: Writing is focused more on the arguments and language, rather than the
writer.

e Formal: Writing is more formal than everyday language (e.g., longer, complex
sentences, larger words, etc.).

Adapted from the EAP Foundation:
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/what/
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Main Point
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The number of things you can say
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What is your main point?

In one sentence, write down the main argument or point that you want to make in
your entire article.
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-l

Number of things each paragraph can say
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What is the idea”? Example

Mindset theory suggests that a growth mindset is particularly beneficial when students face
challenges or doubt their ability to succeed (Burnette et al., 2013). It is well-documented that
students’ sense of competence in their ability to succeed on academic tasks gradually and steadily
declines as they progress through grade levels (Jacobs et al., 2002). Specifically, adolescents
perceive high school academic tasks as more challenging than those in middle school (Benner,
2011). Thus, high school years, arguably one of the most challenging periods for many students,
may be a particularly critical time to implement growth mindset-oriented teaching practices. When
faced with difficult tasks, students may easily fall into the mindset of “Maybe I'm just not cut out for
this,” which can undermine motivation and persistence. In these moments, teachers who
encourage students to believe in their potential for growth can foster resilience, encouraging
students to persevere despite obstacles. This suggests that growth mindset-oriented teaching
practices may hold particular significance during high school, a phase marked by heightened
academic demands.
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Reverse Outline

Review three pages

For each paragraph list the main idea (or write a main idea if you do not have one)
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Organization
and
Development
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Evaluate Your Outline

e How are your ideas organized and developed?
e The ideas should be organized and develop in the way that your audience
expects. It can be helpful to examine some examples.
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Evaluate Your Outline

How are your ideas developing?

e Classical argument - https://owl.excelsior.edu/argument-and-critical-
thinking/organizing-your-argument/organizing-your-argument-aristotelian/

e Toulmin argument -

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general writing/academic writing/historical persp
ectives on argumentation/toulmin argument.html
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Look at an example from your target journal

e How would you describe the way that the argument is organized and

develops?
e How does that compare to your outline so far?
e \What changes do you need to make?
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Development
(aka, the paragraph)



Paragraph Development

A nice summary (but over simplified for academic writing) of the work of a
paragraph:

https://www.hamilton.edu/documents/Paragraph%20Structure.pdf
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https://www.hamilton.edu/documents/Paragraph%20Structure.pdf

Paragraph Development

When you feel lost in a paragraph, the P.I.E. tool is helpful:

e Point - the main idea of the paragraph
e lllustration - supporting information
e Explanation - how the illustration is connected to the point
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Paragraph Development
Find a messy paragraph and try applying the P.I.E. tool. (Not every paragraph
should use P.1.E., but playing with it can be a helpful writing tool.)

e Point - the main idea of the paragraph
e lllustration - supporting information
e Explanation - how the illustration is connected to the point
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Break
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Sentence Structure
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Examine the sentences in a journal article

e How long are they?
e Do they vary in length and style?
e \What else do you notice about them?

Shelley Hawthorne Smith



Examine your own sentences

e How do they compare to the sentences in the journal?
e How long are they?
e Do they vary in length and style?

Look at these handouts:

e https://www.suu.edu/writingcenter/undergraduate/pdf/tip-sheets/sentence-
variety.pdf

e https://www.sunysuffolk.edu/current-students/academic-tutoring-
centers/grant/writing-studio/documents/sentence-variety.pdf

Using your own writing, practice some of the options for sentence structures.
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Word Choice
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You have options

Spend a few minutes with these tools:

e www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/h
e https://www.wordhippo.com/
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Watch your pronouns

Pronoun - a word that stands in for a noun

1. Circle the following words: this, these, and those
2. Replace the words above with the noun to which they refer.
3. Are your sentences more clear with the pronoun or the noun?

Shelley Hawthorne Smith



Watch your pronouns

Pronoun - a word that stands in for a noun

1. Circle the following words: they, them, their, its, and it
2. Replace the words above with the noun to which they refer.
3. Are your sentences more clear with the pronoun or the noun?

Shelley Hawthorne Smith



Grammar
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Fun grammar tools

Why let a tool do the work when you could do it yourself?

e https://www.grammarly.com/grammar#sectionGroup 6iIKEWxDNd9GIqgyj522R
uVP (scroll down)
e https://www.thepunctuationgquide.com/
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h.o.c. vs. Lo.c. triangle
audience

what's the purpose? who is your audience?
this dictates everything

thesis

what are you trying to say?

organlzatlon

main ideas must flow logically

deve&opment

sentence
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A Last Note About Revision
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Titles
e Be specific
e Name your subject
e Suggest your argument
e Consider keywords to include

From Writing Your Journal Article in 12
Weeks by Wendy Laura Belcher
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Introductions

Must do three things

1. State the argument
2. Introduce the general idea
3. Narrow the focus

From Writing Your Journal Article in
12 Weeks by Wendy Laura Belcher
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Conclusions

e These can be difficult.

e Consider having someone read your article and explain what they heard. This
can help you revise the conclusion.

e Link to a wider context or suggest further research.

From Writing Your Journal Article in
12 Weeks by Wendy Laura Belcher
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Writing Check-In
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Writing Check-In

With a partner, discuss:

e \What did | achieve in the last two weeks?
e \What do | plan to achieve in the next two weeks?
e \What is working for me as a writer?



Workshop #4:
Peer Feedback Strategies to Build a Culture
of Publishing

(the last week of the series!)
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