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Faculty Interview Presentations 

Alone or with a partner, you will interview a faculty member from your specific field or general discipline 
about their experience with academic writing and publishing. I strongly encourage you to work with a 
partner. Use this assignment as an opportunity to form a connection with someone you do not already know; 
thus, try to find a faculty member at Duke or elsewhere that you would like to meet and speak with for the 
first time. For example, it could be someone whose work you have read or someone well-known in the 
field/discipline. 

The interview should be held live (in-person or via Zoom) and be recorded (with the faculty member’s 
permission). See Possible Questions for Faculty Interviews for a list of sample questions students have asked 
in past semesters. As shown in the document, past questions have focused on the following topics: 
collaborative writing, the writing process, feedback and response to feedback, productivity, submission and 
publishing, and use of technology. As you are choosing your questions, think about what you would most like 
to learn about this person’s experience with academic writing and publishing. 

On either Thursday, November 13 or November 20, you will make a short (8- to 10-minute) presentation to 
our class in which you share highlights and findings from the conversation that you believe would be of 
interest to the whole group. Your presentation should include visual support—either a few PowerPoint slides 
or a handout. 

Steps: 

1. Decide whether you will work alone or with a partner. 

2. Create a list of possible faculty members that you could reach out to for this assignment. Remember that 
you should plan to contact people that you do not already know (well or at all).  

3. Send a short email to your first choice in which you introduce yourself, explain why you are contacting 
them (including the purpose of the assignment), and request a brief interview (20-30 minutes should be 
sufficient) focused on their experience with academic writing and publishing. See Sample Email Template for 
Faculty Interviews, which you can use and modify based on whom you are contacting. You may want to 
emphasize that, if they agree to be interviewed, no advance preparation is necessary.  

4. If your first choice does not respond, you may need to email other people.  

5. Set up the live interview (in-person or via Zoom), and ask the faculty member for permission to record. 
Note: Only you will listen to the recording, as it is meant to help you take notes and prepare for the 
presentation.  

6. Prepare the questions you wish to ask. You can choose questions from the Possible Questions for Faculty 
Interviews document and/or devise questions on similar topics. Note: It is fine to email the faculty member 
the questions in advance, especially if they request them.  

7. Interview the faculty member (alone or with a partner) and record the conversation (with permission). Be 
respectful of the interviewee’s time by limiting the conversation to 30 minutes. 

8. Listen to the recording (several times if necessary), and take notes on the points you would like to include 
in your presentation. Since the presentation should last 8-10 minutes, you will need to choose which aspects 
you wish to highlight. Consider which findings would be of most interest to our group.  

9. Prepare your presentation, and bring visual support—either a few PowerPoint slides or a handout. 
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Possible Questions for Faculty Interviews 
 
Collaboration 
How does collaboration work with several co-authors when writing a paper? How do you split 
your writing? 
What challenges have you encountered while working with collaborators, and how have you 
addressed them?  
 
Writing Process 
Do you create an outline of the paper before actually starting to write the manuscript? 
How much do (did) you care about accuracy and wording in your first draft? Do you first write 
and then revise it, or write the first draft carefully (and then revise it)? 
Do you start writing methods whenever you finish an experiment? 
Do you start writing manuscripts while doing the experiments, or wait until you have all the 
necessary results? 
Any specific advice for data management during an experiment to prepare for publication? 
How do you choose the main figures? 
 
Feedback/Response 
How do you seek feedback on your writing, and how do you decide which feedback to 
incorporate into your work? 
How do you take notes of oral feedback on your writing? 
How do you respond to comments you disagree with in a public forum? 
 
Productivity 
How do you structure your writing routine to ensure productivity and meet deadlines? 
How do you overcome procrastination and ensure efficiency and productivity every day? 
 
Submission/Publishing 
When do you know if your manuscript is ready for submission? 
How do you select which journal(s) to submit your publication to? 
Would you recommend publishing a bunch of small papers or integrating everything into a 
paper that may be more thorough and impactful? 
 
Technology 
How and when to use ChatGPT? 
Do you know any AI resources that are valuable for “peer review” of a scientific paper? I think 
ChatGPT has several limitations in terms of scientific revision.  
 
Other 
How do you nurture your vocabulary for academic writing, specifically research grants?  
What are the strategies (effective ones and/or failed ones in the past) that you have adopted to 
help your graduate students improve their writing? 
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Sample Email Template for Faculty Interviews 

Dear Prof./Dr. […], 

My name is […], and I am an international Ph.D. student in [field] at Duke University. I am currently 
taking an advanced academic writing course, and one of our assignments is to interview a faculty 
member in our field or discipline about their personal experience with writing and publishing. I am 
contacting you because [I have read your work; I am familiar with your publications; you are a prolific 
scholar; you are well-known in the field], and I was hoping to use this opportunity to connect with you 
and learn more about your experience. Your insights would be very useful to me and my classmates as 
we consider our own trajectories with academic writing and publishing.   

If you agree to be interviewed, the conversation would be brief (20-30 minutes) and held either in-
person or via Zoom. No preparation is necessary, but I would be happy to send you the questions in 
advance if preferred. I would record the conversation (with your permission), take notes, and use the 
information to plan and make a short presentation to my classmates. The presentations will take place 
in class on Thursday, Nov. 13, so ideally we could meet in the next few weeks.   

Thank you very much for considering this request, and please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can 
provide any additional information. I look forward to hearing from you at your convenience. 

Sincerely,  
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